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Replace engine oil, refer to the '99-01 3.2TL Service Manual (see page 8-5). - Capacity with filter change:
Rotate tires.

NG

-

Check tire inflation and condition.

and use 5W-20 oil

Page 3-5:

Do the items in parts A, B, and C as required for mileage/time interval.

A
Replace engine oil and filter, refer to the '99-01 3.2TL Service Manual (see page 8-5).

-

Capacity with filter

qt)
Inspect front and rear brakes, refer to the '99-01 3.2TL Service Manual (see page 19-11).
Check pads and discs for wear (thickness), damage, and cracks.
Check calipers for damage, leaks, and tightness of mount bolts.
Check brake lining for cracking, glazing, wear, and contamination.
Check wheel cylinders for leaks.
Rotate tires, if the vehicle has been driven the distance listed.

Follow the pattern shown in the Owner's Manu

condition.)
Inspect tie rod ends, steering gearbox, and boots, refer to the '99-01 3.2TL Service Manual (see page 17Check rack grease and steering linkage.
Check boots for damage and leaking graase.
Check fluid lines for damage and leaks.
Inspect suspension components.
Check bolts for tightness.
Check condition of ball joint boots for deterioration and damage.
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Check boots for cracks and boot bands for tightness, refer to the '99-01 3.2TL Se
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Inspect driveshaft boots.
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Follow the pattern shown in the Owner's Manual
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Do the items in parts A, B, and C as required for mileage/time interval listed.
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Text to specify the use of 5W-20 motor oil was
accidentally left out of page 3-3 and page 3-5 of
the ’02 3.2TL S/M supplement. Change the pages
like this:
and use 5W-20 oil

AP

All 3.2CLs and some 3.2TLs and MDXs now come
with an in-dash six-CD audio unit. Here are some
tips:
• If you need to remove or install the unit,
disconnect the battery first or damage may
occur. The CD changer begins initializing the
changer mechanism as soon as it sees 12 volts,
and if the unit is not flat and upright, damage
may occur.
• In case of a stuck CD, remove the #9 fuse from
the passenger side under-dash fuse/relay box
for about 30 seconds. Initialization of the unit
sometimes ejects the stuck CDs.
• If the unit displays an ER-E0 (electrical), ER-E1
(mechanical), or ER-E2 (stuck media) error
code, reset it. To reset it, remove the #9 fuse
from the passenger-side under-dash fuse/relay
box for at least 1 minute. If the error code
appears again, replace the unit with a
remanufactured one.
• After you remove an in-dash six-CD unit,
do not turn it upside down. If you do, the trays
inside the unit may become misaligned,
causing the changer not to accept CDs, and
then it would need to be sent in for repairs.
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In-Dash Six-CD Unit Tips
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Multiple Electrical
Malfunctions on ’01 MDX
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Do not turn the
unit upside down.

Install New Fuel Pump
Gasket on ’01 MDX
Always install a new gasket if you remove the intank fuel pump on an MDX. Place the gasket on
the tank first, and then carefully insert the fuel
pump into the fuel tank.

When the ignition switch is turned to the START
(III) position, an under-charged or faulty battery
can cause any of these symptoms:
• The right rear window goes down about 1/4
inch.
• The right front and tailgate lock actuators
cycle.
• The power mirrors change positions.
• As soon as the engine starts, all four speakers
would have sound. (When the ignition switch
is in the ON (II) position and the engine is off,
only the rear speakers have sound.)
An under-charged or faulty battery can drop the
system voltage to 8.5 volts or less when cranking,
and that drop may trigger the symptoms
mentioned above. That is why several symptoms
happen only when the ignition switch is in the
START (III) position.

S/M Fix: ’02 3.2TL Power
Window Control Unit

ATF Leak at Differential Seal:
3.0CL and 3.2TL

On page 22-69 of the ’02 3.2TL Service Manual
Supplement, the No. 1 (20A) fuse, used for
resetting the power window control unit power
window input tests, is located in the passenger
under-dash fuse/relay box.

Before replacing a differential seal on a ’98–99
3.0CL or a ’99–00 3.2TL, grab the inner CV joint or
the intermediate shaft, and move it up and down
and forward and backward to check the
differential carrier bearings. If the axle moves, the
differential carrier bearings are damaged, and
new differential seals will not fix the ATF leak.
The only remedy is to install a remanufactured
transmission.

Also, in the control unit input test on page 22-75,
cavity 8 for the No. 1 (20A) fuse is located in the
passenger-side under-dash fuse/relay box, not in
the driver-side box. Correct your supplement like
this:
Page 22-69:
Resetting the power window control unit

passenger’s

Resetting the power window control unit is required after performing the following procedures:

.
.
.
.

disconnecting the battery.
removing the No. 1 (20A) fuse in the driver’s under-dash fuse/relay box.
disconnecting the 18P connector from the power window control unit.
removing the window regulator, glass or glass run channel.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

.

passenger’s

passenger’s

Make sure the glass is installed properly.
Turn the ignition switch OFF.
Remove the No. 1 (20A) fuse in the driver’s under-dash fuse/relay box.
Turn the ignition switch ON (II) on for 2 seconds, then turn it OFF. Reinstall the No. (20A) fuse in the driver’s
under-dash fuse/relay box.
Turn the ignition switch ON (II).
Make sure the driver’s window does not work in AUTO with the ignition switch ON (II).
Move the driver’s window all the way down by using the driver’s switch.
Move the driver’s window all the way up by using the driver’s switch, when the window reaches the top, hold the
driver’s window switch in the UP position for 2 seconds.

If the window does not work in AUTO, reset the power window master switch according to the above procedures
again.

Page 22-75:
4. With the connector still disconnected, make these input tests at the connectors.
. If any test indicates a problem, find and correct, then recheck the system.
. If all the input tests prove OK, go to step 6.
Cavity

Wire

1

BLK

8

Test condition

Test: Desired result

Under all conditions Check for continuity
to ground: There should
be continuity.

Possible cause if result is not obtained

. Poor ground (G551)
. An open in the wire.

WHT/GRN Under all conditions Check for voltage to ground: . Blown No. 1 (20A) fuse in the
There should be
driver’s under-dash fuse/relay
battery voltage.
box
. An open in the wire.

passenger’s

Upshift Delay After Cold
Start Is Normal
On ’97– 99 3.0CLs, ’99– 02 3.2TLs, ’01 3.2CLs, and
’01 MDXs, delayed upshifts from 1st to 2nd, or
2nd to 3rd upshifts immediately after a cold startup are intentional. When a vehicle is cold or when
the coolant temperature is below normal, the
higher RPM upshifts help to warm the catalytic
converter. This helps reduce exhaust emissions at
cold start-up.

’01 MDX Non-Touring, Pull
Radio Out for Serial Number
If you need the serial number on a non-Touringpackage radio, you must pull it out of the dash.
The procedure in S/B 00-026, TQI and New Model
Information, can be used only on the Touring
Package six-CD audio unit.
NOTE: Don’t turn the six-CD audio unit upside
down because the internal CD trays would be
knocked out of alignment.

S/M Fix: ’01 MDX ETM Index
The rear wiper/washer pages were left off of the
ETM index. The front wiper/washer is on page 91
and the rear wiper/washer is on page 92. Please
add them to the index.
Trailer lighting connector
118
VTEC control system
31
VTM-4 system (Variable torque management 4-wheel drive)
37
Wiper/washer
91
X Front 91

Rear 92

Honing Fiber-Reinforced
Metal Cylinders
The ’97– 01 NSXs have cylinder liners made with
fiber-reinforced metal (FRM). You don’t need to
hone FRM cylinder liners unless the cylinder has
deep vertical scratches that run the full length of
the bore. But if the cylinder liners have lightcolored spots or flaking, you must replace the
engine block.
If you need to hone FRM cylinder liners, follow
these guidelines:
• Use only a rigid hone (not a ball hone) with
GC-600-J or finer honing stones for nonferrous
metals. Make sure you use an oil-type honing
lubricant.
• Keep the pressure at 200 to 300 kPA (29 to 43
psi). Hone between 45 and 60 rpm using a 60degree cross-hatch pattern.
• Do not hone more than 20 cycles. And clean
the honing stones every five cycles.
• After you’ve finished honing, thoroughly clean
the engine block of all metal and abrasive
particles. Wash the cylinder bores with hot,
soapy water, then dry and oil them
immediately. Never use solvent; it would only
redistribute the grit on the cylinder walls.
• Light vertical scoring or scratching of the
cylinder bores is OK if it isn’t deep enough to
catch your fingernail, and if it doesn’t run the
full length of the bore.

Say “No” to Additives
Acura owner’s manuals typically state: “Your
Acura vehicle does not require any oil or fluid
additives. Additives may adversely affect the
engine or transmission’s performance and
durability.”
These aren’t just idle words. American Honda did
extensive testing and found, for example, that
some of the popular ATF additives quickly
degrade shift quality. Urge customers to take these
words seriously and say “no” to additives.

Does Odometer Change
When Vehicle is Towed?
If the vehicle has an electronic (not cable-driven)
speedometer, the odometer doesn’t accumulate
mileage while the ignition switch is in the LOCK
(0) or ACCESSORY (I) position, even when the
vehicle is being towed.
THEN...
I HARDLY EVER DRIVE IT,
YET IT'S GOT 80,000 MILES
ON THE ODOMETER!

Concerns With Helm
Customer Relations
Your business with Helm should be a pleasant and
convenient experience. If the customer service
rep was less than courteous or helpful, get their
name and call the Service Communications
department at 310-783-3462 or 310-783-3458;
we want to know about it.

NOW...
IVE TOWED IT
80,000 MILES, YET
THE ODOMETER
SHOWS ONLY
3,000 MILES!

Limit Your Use of PGM
Tester Software SN131
We have found several problems when using
SN131 for SRS side airbag initialization
procedures. These problems will be corrected in
the next software release.
Reprogram your Tester program card using
SN122. SN131 should be limited to these uses:
• ’00–01 3.2TLs for all functions except SRS side
airbag initialization.
• The FTP (Fuel Tank Pressure) evaporative
system testing parameter.

Service for Ilco Immobilizer
Key Code Duplicator
If your Ilco Immobilizer Key Code Duplicator
should need repair, contact Ilco by

Phone:

Ilco Unican USA Inc.
400 Jeffreys Road
Rocky Mount, NC 27804
(800) 334-1381

Fax:
Web:

(252) 446-4702
www.ilcounican.com

Mail:

Fixing a Cracked or Broken
Transmission Flex Plate?
On any Acura, if the flex plate is cracked or
broken, check for these causes:
• A missing dowel pin that allows crankshaft
misalignment. The plate will flex with every
crankshaft revolution and may eventually
crack or break.
• A deformed dowel pin that keeps the
transmission from mating against the block
and causes crankshaft-to-mainshaft
misalignment. This misalignment causes the
flex plate to flex on every crankshaft
revolution and may eventually crack or break
the flex plate.
• A torque converter snout pressing too tightly
onto the flex plate. This puts added stress on
the flex plate and may eventually cause it to
crack or break. The torque converter should
slide smoothly into the flex plate hole.

Fuel Economy Q & A
Tech Line fields many questions on fuel economy, including why some vehicles don’t get the fuel mileage
estimates shown on the fuel economy label (part of the Monroney label that’s on every new car and truck).
Before you read this Q & A, here’s a sample label with an explanation of its contents.

Compare this vehicle to others in the FREE FUEL ECONOMY GUIDE available at the dealer.

CITY MPG

17
ACTUAL MILEAGE will vary with
options, driving conditions, driving
habits and vehicle’s condition.
Results reported to EPA indicate that
the majority of vehicles with these
estimates will achieve between

14

AND

20 mpg in the city

19

AND

27 mpg on the

and between

highway

HIGHWAY MPG

23

Fuel Economy

Informat ion

FOR COMPARISON SHOPPING,
all vehicles classified as
2001 ACURA MDX
SPEC. PURPOSE
3.5 LITER 6-CYL ENGINE
have been issued
%-SPD AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
mileage ratings
ranging from
MULTIPORT FUEL INJECTION
12 to 25 mpg city
FEEDBACK FUEL SYSTEM

Estimated Annual Fuel Cost:
$1223

Question: Why can’t I get the City and Highway
mpg estimates shown on the label?
Answer: The mileage estimates on the label
reflect the average mpg attained by similar
vehicles in a model line under controlled
laboratory conditions and are not the result of an
actual road test. And remember, as stated on the
fuel economy label: “Actual mileage will vary with
options, driving conditions, driving habits, and
vehicle’s condition.”
Question: Just how are the EPA mileage
estimates made anyway?
Answer: Test vehicles are run by professional
drivers on a treadmill-like device that measures
exhaust emissions and fuel usage. During the test,
the vehicle’s headlights, A/C, heater, audio unit,
and all accessories are turned off. Upshifts on M/T
vehicles are typically made at 15 mph (1st to 2nd
gear), 28 mph (2nd to 3rd gear), 41 mph (3rd to
4th gear), and 52 mph (4th to 5th gear).
The City portion of the test simulates a 7.5 mile
stop-and-go trip with an average speed of 20
mph. The trip takes 23 minutes, has 18 stops, and
keeps the engine idling at about 18 percent of the
time to simulate rush hour traffic delays.
The Highway portion of the test simulates a
10-mile drive with speeds averaging 48 mph. It’s
run from a hot start in a mix of rural and interstate
driving conditions. There are no stops, and there’s
not much idling time.
When both test results are known, the City mpg is
lowered by 10 percent, and the Highway mpg is
lowered by 22 percent; this makes the results
closer to “real world” fuel consumption.

15 to 31

and
mpg
highway

Question: How do I calculate mpg?
Answer: You divide the miles driven by the
number of gallons of fuel that you used.
Question: How can I increase my vehicle’s mpg?
Answer: To increase your vehicle’s mpg, do this:
• As often as possible, accelerate slowly and
smoothly, keep your engine speed below
3,000 rpm, and lower your road speed.
• Keep your tires inflated to the specs listed on
the doorjamb sticker.
• Keep your vehicle in top condition by
following the maintenance schedule listed in
your owner’s manual, and always use the
recommended engine oil.
Question: Where can I get more info on fuel
economy?
Answer: You can get a free copy of the Model
Year 2001 Fuel Economy Guide by
Mail: National Alternative Fuels Hotline
9300 Lee Highway
Fairfax, VA 22031-1207
Phone: 800-423-1363
Web: www.fueleconomy.gov
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